
BICC GUERNSEY 2 RACE REPORT 
 
The final race of the 2015 BICC programme took place on Saturday 12th September when a total of 2,228 
birds were liberated at 10 am at Guernsey in the Channel Isles. The above total of birds included 1,905 young 
birds and 323 old birds. As can be seen from the satellite image that accompanies this report the weather front 
that had affected western parts of the UK overnight on Friday had gradually passed through and was followed 
by fine weather for the most part pushed along by strong west south westerly winds. Below I reproduce race 
advisor John Tyerman’s brief report given to me immediately after the convoy was liberated. 
 
    “The Guernsey National pigeons have been liberated at 10 am this morning, (Saturday, 12th September, 
2015)     Weather conditions were good and the birds cleared well into a fairly strong WSW wind  given as 
force  5  in the English Channel.  Visibility on the channel is good and with the SW wind a fast race is 
anticipated.” 
  
John Tyerman 
Mark Gilbert 
(Race Advisors) 
 
Here is John’s more comprehensive account of the preparations or liberation at Guernsey:- 
    “  Despite being late in the season the BICC had a combined old and young bird  entry of around 2228 birds 
for  our  last  race  from Guernsey.   After collecting the birds from the various marking stations Convoyers 
Trevor and Steve arrived with both vehicles at Horndean around 8pm on the Thursday evening.     With the 
assistance of the Horndean team, all the birds were transferred onto the large transporter.   Thursday night 
was spent on the docks at Portsmouth and around 9 am on the Friday morning  they boarded  the ferry to 
travel to the island of Guernsey, arriving early  afternoon.   Once on site the birds were fed and watered and 
left to settle for the night. 
        
       Contact had earlier been made with our Weather Advisor Steve Appleby and he was confident that after 
the overnight rain on Friday evening the weather would soon clear and be fine for a liberation mid morning on 
the Saturday.     This information was relayed to Chief Convoyer Trevor Cracknell, who incidentally was 
cooking BBQ steaks outdoors for himself and Steve!  (Who says we don't look after them!) 
      
        Early on the Saturday morning two further telephone  calls were received from  Steve Appleby giving a 
weather update  and  he confirmed conditions were improving and showing as favourable for a mid morning 
liberation.    After relaying this information to our Chief Convoyer  the birds were liberated at 10 am in good 
conditions and a fairly brisk WSW wind.   Visibility on the channel was good and a fast race was anticipated 
 due to the strong winds, given as force 5/6 over the sea.  This later proved to be the case with winning 
velocities in the l900's.   Well done to the winners of both the young bird and AA races. 
     
         Being the last race of the season, our thanks go out to all those who worked hard and helped  at the 
various marking venues.   Also to our weather Advisor Steve Appleby, and both our Convoyers who take great 
care of  the birds and do so much to ensure we have good racing.    Lastly, sincere thanks to Secretary Carol 
for all her efforts during the racing season  and to  Gareth Watkins our PRO/Press officer who gives up so 
much of his time to ensure excellent publicity and coverage of all  BICC races and winners. 
 
John Tyerman and Mark Gilbert 
( BICC Race Advisors) 
 
 
I think that before moving on, we should also give a massive vote of thanks to our race advisory team of John 
and Mark, along with weatherman Steve Appleby and the convoying team, as they have given the members 
an outstanding season’s racing in what must go down as one of the worst summers on record. Also John, on 
behalf of the members I would like to wish you a swift return to good health as I know you haven’t enjoyed the 
best of health over the past few months and yet have still carried out your duties as race advisor to good 
effect. 
To finish off the formalities here’s weatherman Steve Appleby’s weather report:- 
 
 
“The early morning rain belt affecting the Channel Isles and eastern England soon cleared away north 
eastward leaving a clear flight path for the BICC pigeons from Guernsey. I informed John Tyerman of this 
development and a decision was made to wait for conditions to improve as much as possible before liberating 
the convoy. As usual the wind played its part in determining how the race would unfold. Over the channel at 



11:00 hours fresh winds came from the west south west attaining  speeds at sea level of approximately 20 
mph as recorded by the channel  meteorological buoy. Higher up in the atmosphere wind speed would have 
been that much greater, a factor alone responsible for the high velocities recorded by the leading pigeons. 
Another successful race for the B.I.C.C. members as we now look forward to next year’s season”. 
 
Steve Appleby. 
 
 
Once again I repeat that the following report is based purely on members’ first bird verifications. The final 
result may well differ given that some members included may have multiple timers close together. 
So here we go for a round up of the winners in the final race of 2015. 
I’ll start with the winners in the Young Bird National and this proved to be a young cock bird racing to the multi 
National winning lofts of D Heywood & son of Laindon recording a velocity of 1953 ypm. Dave and Gary 
Heywood have a truly outstanding track record in BICC, NFC and local club and Fed racing and it was only a 
matter of time before they hit the top spot in a National race yet again. 
 The Guernsey Young Bird National winner is a cock bred from a son of a pigeon called Lourdes,  a Van de 
Wegen which won 1 St Vincent National with16,000 pigeons competing. This cock was loaned to the 
Heywoods by John Gerard. The dam of the Guernsey winner is a hen from Etien Mierlaen lines bred down 
from Perpignan Lady 1st Long Distance KBDB Champion given to Dave and Gary by James and Peter Parker 
of Newbury. With breeding like that he couldn’t fail! The cock was raced on the darkness system using the 
sliding door method. The Heywoods would like to thank their friends John Gerard and James Parker for all 
their help. A full loft report on Dave and Gary will appear in due course – always assuming that they would like 
me to write one. 

 

 
Gary-&-Dave-Heywood 1st Open BICC Guernsey 2 YB 

 
1st Open BICC Guernsey 2 YB for D & G-Heywood 

 



 
In the runners up spot is the Tolworth partnership of Malik & Khan who take 1st & 2nd Centre section and look 
to be 2nd & 3rd Open with two birds sharing the same velocity of 1943 ypm. Here is the partners take on their 
success:- 
“Firstly we would like to congratulate the winner, a good pigeon out on its own. The first two pigeons we got 
were 2 cocks "41" which was previously 9th fed (beaten by loft mates) 12th fed (beaten by loft mates) 13th fed 
and also scored in the NFC  last week result pending. He was sent sitting. "48" which was previously 2nd fed 
(beaten by loft mate) and also scored in the NFC last week result pending - he was sent driving. The 
youngsters have come really well this year and we are glad the season is over. The sire of “41” is "SIRROL" a 
direct Koopman from De Loris and Raffaella, and the dam is "NALA"  a direct Jan Hooymans, a double grand 
daughter of Jonge Bliksem. 
The sire of  "48"  is a direct August Jansen from a full sister of the Olympiade 03 and the dam is a direct Dirk 
van Dyke from Madam Bourges and son of Kanibal”. Blood will tell. 
  
 
Third centre section and fourth Open on 1923 ypm was one to Khan Brothers of New Malden. The partners 
clocked a young hen that was showing to a cock. Both of the parents were bred by ace lofts stock from their "L 
RING" hen lines, The Khans would like to say a well done to D&G Heywood on a fantastic win, and would like 
to congratulate their nephews on wining the section and 2nd & 3rd Open. 
 
Derek Reid of Weybridge comes in next with a bird doing 1917 ypm to take 4th centre section fifth Open This 
little blue pied hen has been first bird to the loft four times including three times first bird from Guernsey – twice 
with the BICC and once with the NFC. Her sire is a Janssen purchased from Adrian Duggins in Derbyshire and 
her dam is a grand daughter of Derek’s 2005 NFC winner fro St Nazaire. One for the stock loft there Derek. 
 
Basildon fancier Dean Childs comes in with a bird on 1916 ypm to take second east section sixth Open. 
Dean’s young birds were bred in May after moving to his new loft location. The team have had just three club 
races through to 120 miles and this was Dean’s timer’s first channel race of the season. He is bred from a son 
of Charlie Simmons’ Champion Gilbert cock a winner of 1st Open BICC Agen and 1st Open BBC Bordeaux in 
the same season. The dam is a daughter of Mike Mitchell’s great long distance racer “ The Dutch Hen” – so 
bred in the purple. 
 
J. A. House and son clocked a youngster on 1914 ypm to take third east  section and 7th Open. The pigeon is 
a slatey hen  bred from a Camphius hen bred from Dereck Pedley stock and the sire is a Ponderosa De KlaK. 
She hen was having her 5th race of the season and returned in excellent condition as did the rest of the team 
having 9 out of 9 by 3 o’clock  - can’t be bad!! Joe would like to say a big well done to Dave and Gary 
Heywood for winning the young bird race and the same wishes go to Micky Watts for winning the old bird race 
.   
 
 
Essex fancier Bruce McAllister comes in next at fourth east section eighth Open on 1909 ypm. Bruce had four 
drop together and the first one across the ETS pad was a chequer hen bred from a Peter Fox sire containing 
the bloodlines of Teofilio. The dam is a Van Dorp hen of Iron Man lines. The 8th Open hen has had five or six 
club races inland plus the MNFC Portland National before going across the briney to Guernsey. 
 
W Carr & son of Epsom take 5th centre section and ninth Open vel 1904 ypm. The Carr’s only moved south to 
Epsom from Hull in December 2014 and the young cock they clocked to take 9th Open is bred from pigeons 
with a strong influence of Mark Gilbert bloodlines in his make up. The dam was 30th Open MNFC Bordeaux in 
2014 . Bloodlines are Brockamp x Chris Gordon x Brian Denney via Mark Gilbert. 
 
Richard Kent’s first on the clock rounds off the top ten Open positions and also takes sixth centre section into 
the bargain on 1901 ypm. The sire of the young hen was purchased from a sale by Alan Aitkinson, The Dam 
was from a Dutch hen, Richard only bred two youngsters out this pair and sent the two ,both hens, to 
Guernsey, These were the only  two birds entered.  
 
Moving around the sections now and the top three in both the east and centre sections have been covered in 
the top ten Open prize winners. 
 
Bob Fenech & son clocked one of their team of youngsters to take 1st NE section and 17th Open on 1877 ypm. 
Bob was telling me that they had a great race and had a number of birds drop together which should all 
feature well up in the result. This is what Bob had to say:- 



“The pigeon is a Cooreman hen bred from Jimmy Hamilton’s  Irish National winner Celtic Lad  this cock also 
won the Fed a couple of times .Jimmy is great friend of mine and sent the pigeon back to me for stock. He first 
came to me in 2006 and bought half a dozen YB’s these pigeons have gone on to breed winners at all levels in 
Ireland for Jimmy and many other fanciers.The mother is a direct Cooreman hen bred by Louis out of Bernie 
and Blor. We have been at our present address since 2013 YB’s in two and a half seasons we have topped 
the Fed here in East Anglia 27 times . 
This year we decided to join the BICC where we raced a few old hens at Poitiers earlier in the year. This 
turned out to be a very hard race up here in Norfolk and I was disappointed with the performance.I decided 
then that the hens that returned from the race I would set aside for next year and would have to send YB’s 
across the water to give me a little more strength if I wanted to race the Channel.We sent the young hens 
across to Guernsey with the hope that they would perform well and give us experienced yearlings next year. 
The YB’s have flown on the dark and the sliding door system. They have worked very hard and given us 
exceptional results at Fed level week in week out”. 
Mr & Mrs Roger Strowger take 2nd NE section vel 1824 ypm. Roger clocked a chequer hen bred from the race 
team and containing the bloodlines of his good friend Terry Smith of Worksop. The sire to this hen has been a 
big moneyspinner for the Strowgers with numerous prizes at club , Specialist club, Fed and National level. 
Motivation for this race took the form of allowing the young bird team access to nest boxes, pans and straw on 
the Wednesday before basketting. This certainly seems to have worked as Roger had 16 from 19 on the day 
and they have won at least six firsts during the young bird season. 
Dave Downing comes in at 3rd NE section with a young bird on 1792 ypm. Dave’s timing was a Vandenabeele 
which has been very consistent all season and 2 weeks previously had also won both the local club and the 
M11 South Road club from Purbeck. This blue cock is bred down from the best M & D Evans bloodlines – the 
sire out of a g-gson of Benetton and the dam a grand daughter of Jester, and is one of Dave’s young bird team 
that have flown really well this year, winning 6 out of 8 YB races in his local club and also  3 x 1sts in the M11 
Club and 2nd 3rd and 4th in the recent Anglian Classic Salisbury YB race. A loft in form there.  
 
Topping the west section is a pigeon racing to the Birdlip lofts of Mr & Mrs D Peart and recording 1394 ypm. 
Unfortunately I do not have a phone number or any other contact details for the Pearts. 
 
 
Dave Fox of Stroud in Gloucestershire comes in with a young bird on 1385 ypm for second west section. 
Dave’s timer is a chequer hen  raced on Darkness and flying to the perch . Dave tells me that his youngsters 
had plenty of training about 35 tosses at 40 miles and the hene had three races before going to Guernsey, two 
Lyndhurst and a  Bedhampton .  
Bloodlines are the Dark Corbett Busschaerts bought from Louella Stud in 2005, The Dam is a Blue Pied 
Busschaert  gifted to Dave by good friend Duncan Cook of Newent. 
Dave sent six birds and got five ,they were in immaculate condition when they came home .Thanks go to all 
the markers at Evesham marking station , also Dave’s Secretary at Nailsworth Flying Club for printing his 
results. 
 Keith Donnelly of Cardiff leads the way into Wales with his first in the clock doing 1287 ypm to finish at 3rd 
west section on the provisional result. Given the strength of the westerly wind here all day that is a terrific 
velocity on the day. Keith’s timer is a blue w/f cock having just his third race of the season. He is bred down 
from the very best of Preece Bros & sons Queen’s Cup winning bloodlines along with some Ponderosa Jan 
Aarden Mullers.  
 
Topping the North West section with a pigeon recording a velocity of 1403 ypm, is that man again, John 
Rodway of Rushwick. Considering the fact that John in his own words “doesn’t take young bird racing 
seriously, he just uses it for educational purposes”, he hasn’t done too badly this year with two section wins 
and an Open win in this season’s two Guernsey races! 
John’s first in the clock is a light blue chequer Hen bred mid April, racing to the perch. She was John’s third 
pigeon from the BICC first Guernsey Young bird race. She has had four previous races where she was always 
well behind the leaders. John only entered two young birds and had one home on the day. The bird arrived 
well off line from an easterly direction which is hardly surprising given the strength of the westerly wind. 
The Young birds are fed on a mixture of rolled barley, cut maize, layers pellets, with a small amount of 
depurative mixed in - so no fancy mixtures here. 
 
John has asked me once again, to thank the convoyers for the excellent condition the pigeon arrived home in 
and also his thanks to the marking team at Evesham who are always friendly and helpful. 
 
Second north west section was clocked at the Shrewsbury loft of Eric Watkins on 1302 ypm. 
 



In third north west section on 1238 ypm is one to the husband and wife partnership of Gwyn and Joy Lloyd and 
this is what they had to tell me about their latest success with the BICC. 
“We would like to congratulate John Rodway on winning the NW section again and thank you to all concerned 
with the running of the BICC marking station etc. We have enjoyed our 1st season racing with BICC, with good 
returns in all races flown.  
Our 1st bird clocked provisionally 3rd NW section YB was a blue hen Jacob Poortvliet x Vandenabele sent 
sitting eggs. She has already won 1st club Yeovil, 2nd club/2nd Fed Salisbury & 3rd club Portland last week. 
Her nest mate was 28th open Guernsey with CSCFC 3 weeks ago. 
  
We sent 6 young birds and had all 6 on the day with our 2nd bird clocked a few minutes after the 1st one. 
Again all birds in super condition. Thank you once again for an enjoyable season racing with BICC”. 
 
 North Central section winner on 1570 ypm was clocked by B & P Loom of Wyboston. The bird that Paul 
clocked was a blue hen bred by Johnny Chipperfield of Herne Bay. She was sent calling to nest and the week 
previous she won £300 in the Baldock breeder buyer. 
 
Second NC section was clocked by Barry and son Troy Hobbs of Wellingborough doing 1539 ypm. Barry 
Hobbs is now sadly deceased but Troy has carried on with the birds and in this race he clocked a grizzle hen 
that has been to every race so far in the young bird programme. She looks likely to have won the Barry Hobbs 
Memorial Trophy presented by Troy in memory of his father. This is for the first bird clocked into 
Northamptonshire from the longest Young bird race with the BICC. Well done Troy I’m sure your father would 
be proud of you. By the way, Troy sent 14 youngsters and had 100% returns on the day. 
 
Third NC section recorded 1505 ypm to the Bedford loft of Jamie Mitchell. Jamie’s bird lost 14 minutes on the 
trap and as he told me “it’s the worst trapping pigeon I’ve ever had!!” The cock has taken 2nd & 5th club in 
earlier races but should have won both but for bad trapping. He is a darkness youngster bred from Jutla 
Brothers pigeons obtained from Jamie’s Dad crossed with Busschaerts. Jamie has asked me to thank David 
Payne for the youngsters he gifted him and also to congratulate David on his win with the MNFC. Job done 
Jamie. 
 
Next we move on to the winners in the old bird race and the winner here is no stranger to success as it is none 
other than the Essex ace, Micky Watts of Southminster with a pigeon doing 1916 ypm. 
 Micky is a multiple winner of BICC races and this latest win follows on from his 1st Open BICC Tours earlier 
this year. When talking to Micky he told me that he had won 1st & 2nd NFC Old Hens the previous week and 
now looks to have done a 1-2-3 demolition job in the BICC Old Bird race as he had three pretty sharpish. 
Here’s what Micky had to tell me about his timers. The winning hen is a two year old and she was sent sitting 
eggs after having been used as a widowhood hen throughout the old bird season. The hen was 3rd Open BICC 
Guernsey OB’s in 2014 and the week prior to this week’s Guernsey race she looks to have finished in the top 
ten of the NFC Guernsey race as well. She is probably the only bird in the Watts loft that isn’t of M& D Evans 
Vandenabeele bloodlines as this family have been ultra successful for Micky since he introduced them some 
years ago. 
 
Congratulations once again Micky on a superb display of sprint /middle distance flying. A full loft report on the 
Watts set up can be found on the BICC web site. 

 
Micky Watts 1st Open BICC Guernsey 2 OB 



Mr & Mrs Chaplin of Woking come in at 1st Centre section 2nd Open on the provisional result on 1807 ypm This 
is what Mick Chaplin had to tell me about his timers;-“ The two old hens taking 1st and 2nd Section and 2nd 
open were having their fourth Old Hen races of the season.  We only keep 18 widowhood cocks and their hens 
and we always race the widow hens at the end of the season in the combined Young Bird and Old Hen races 
in the BICC, BBC and NFC. They are trained and paired up at the beginning of the young bird races and sent 
either sitting or on a youngster. Both hens contain my old blood lines of Burgher and Wildemeersch with recent 
introductions of Jan Aardens. The birds are fed on Gem corn and Aviform products are used. I would to thank 
Christine Lomax, the secretary, and Dereck Squire fellow members of Pyrford RPC for their constant 
availability and help over the season in processing our BICC, BBC and NFC results.” 
 
Vic Emberson of Banstead clocked a hen on 1793 ypm to take 2nd Centre section 3rd Open and this is what Vic 
had to say about his timer:- 
 
“My Van Reet Hen 93 bred in 2009  has been a very consistent hen over the last 6 years .Last year I retired 
her to stock, but noticed when handling her, her wing was in good condition for this time of year , so trained 
her with the young birds and sent her to the  1st Guernsey where she was 14th C/S 64th open BICC. Over the 
years she has won as a y/b 9th open Falaise 1,638 birds; 2nd C/S 6th Open BICC Guernsey O/H ; 64th open 
Vire SECC; 13th C/S 50th open BICC Guernsey O/H; and 1st C/S 12 th open BICC Guernsey O/H 2013 and 
now provisional 2nd C/S 3 rd open Guernsey A/A being my only bird sent. I think she has earned her perch 
now!” That’s an understatement if ever I saw one Vic. 
 
Peter Price of Canterbury comes in next at 2nd East section 4th Open vel1791 ypm. Peter clocked a yearling 
hen of Cueleman bloodlines bred by Norman Sibley of Swineshead. The hen had already won 1st club from 
Bedhampton during the old bird campaign and was given Lyndhurst and Blandford training races with the 
Wingham club before being sent to Guernsey feeding a 4 day old youngster. 
 
 The partnership of T & N Hart & son  top the North East section and finish at 5th Open with a bird doing 1777 
ypm. The partnership now consists of Trevor and son Lee as Trevor’s brother Nigel is sadly deceased. The 
Harts clocked a three year old hen of Cattrysse bloodlines which was 2nd section BICC in the corresponding 
race last year. This year she was sent sitting 14 day old eggs and is a previous winner of quite a few club 
prizes.  
 
Next up at 6th Open and also taking 3rd Centre section is one to octogenarian former King’s Cup winner 
George Burgess of Wraysbury with a bird on 1767 ypm. 
 
David Gash of Brighton got one on the clock with a velocity of 1755 ypm to take 4th Centre section and 7th 
Open. 
 
At 8th Open 5th centre section is one to the Redhill loft of P Stubbs doing 1753.7 ypm. 
 
Just a few decimal points behind the Stubbs pigeon on 1753.1 ypm is a bird to T Mc Coy & son to finish at 9th 
Open. 
 
Derek Human of Petersfield comes in next to finish off the top ten Open prizes with a bird on 1741 ypm. This is 
what Derek had to tell me about his timer “'My Chequer hen is from my old Cattrysse family, bred in Cornwall 
by my son, Adrian, from our stock birds. She has raced well this year, scoring from Pau CSCFC and also from 
BBC Bordeaux. She is a very good long distance pigeon. Thanks also to Gareth, the BICC press officer for all 
the hard work he does.' My pleasure Derek. 
 
Around the sections once again and we’ll start with the North Central section winners and here John Black 
clocked an old hen to top the section on 1664 ypm and finish at 18th Open. This is what John had to tell me 
about his latest section winner:- 
“The hen that I got was a yearling dark chequer feeding 10 day old baby's, Dam is the same bird that bred my 
Agen section winner from Terry Robinson of Goffs Oak Hertfordshire, Sire is a gift bird from Bryan Cowan of 
Cheshunt that has the best of Brian Sheppard x RM Venner and Truemam Dickens blood.” 
 
Philip Dyer’s first in the clock comes in at 2nd North Central section vel1647 ypm to finish at 22nd Open. Philip 
clocked a 3 year old blue hen of Soontjen x Van Reet x Busschaert bloodlines that has been flown as a 
widowhood hen and had only club races in the earlier part of the season. 
William Blunt comes in next with a bird doing 1478 ypm for 3rd section. 
 



East section winners now and Micky Watts and Peter Price the winners of 1st & 2nd section respectively have 
featured in the top ten Open review. Third East section goes to J & J Brady of Benfleet on 1734 ypm 
The two Johns clocked a direct Jos Thone pigeon. Her Sire BEL01-5004751 is a son of " Sumo"  and her dam 
is BEL08-5061976 a daughter of "National 2". She was very consistent in National races as a youngster but 
she always excels from Guernsey. 
 
 The North East section winner was clocked by T & N Hart & son to finish at 5th Open. 
Bernie Wallman clocked a bird to record 1725 ypm to his Cambridge loft and finish at 2nd section 12th Open. 
This is what Bernie had to tell me:- 
“My timer “74” has been a consistent racer and last season won 4th NE Section 61st Open in the first BICC 
Guernsey old bird race. She seems to prefer a fast day and trapped well going straight back to her 10 day 
eggs, sitting tight as the photo shows. 
Her sire is a Busschaert bred and gifted to me by the late George & Maureen Bates & Son of Gravesend. He 
is from their big winning “Little Rapido” and “Valentine” lines. Her dam is from my old family and was a multiple 
club prize winner inland over many seasons. Her best performance being 3rd Section, 26th Open in the NFC 
2010 St Malo old hens race.My congratulations to fellow Cambridge Granta Club members in this race, Trevor 
and Lee Hart on their NE Section winner and to Nik Babes on his well placed arrival. That's three BICC 
Section winners we have had in the Club this season! 
Thank you for the effort you put into publicising the BICC races, win or lose they make good reading for the 
members.” 
 
 Kathy Terry comes in next at 3rd section 16th Open vel 1704 ypm. Kathy’s hen was trained with the young 
birds and raced to the door. Her bloodlines are Willy Thas X Vanderheede obtained from her friend Michael 
Betts of Doncaster. Kathy had a good day here as her young bird also finished at 4th  NE Section. 
 
North West section winner was clocked at the Alveley loft of Ray Scriven doing 1340 ypm. Ray clocked a 2 
year old Cattrysse hen bred from birds obtained from Bill Price of Port Talbot in South Wales. She was raced 
as a youngster but has been put in “mothballs” ever since and brought out this year , having just a couple of 30 
mile and 50 mile trainers before being jumped into Guernsey to top the section! She was sent feeding a 2 day 
old squab. Ray tells me that he had all his entry of young birds and old birds safely home on the day. 
Booth & Roper come in for 2nd section with a bird on 1258 ypm maintaining their season long form, followed by 
a bird to John Rodway at 3rd section vel 1198 ypm. 
 
Taking 1st West section vel 1289 ypm was one yet again to the “Dorset dazzler” John Halstead of Kington 
Magna.who wins  the West Section for the third consecutive race entered. This blue white flighted yearling hen 
was sitting an 11 day old youngster and the previous week she was 1st Section 4th Open in the NFC Guernsey. 
During May she finished 5th Club 7th Dorset Federation from Carentan (1284 birds). She is bred from 2 pigeons 
direct from Crammond and Langstaff of Fontwell out of their dual National winning Kees Bosua x Van Osche 
bloodlines, and is named after Nigel’s partner Eileen. This  performance rounds off a terrific season for John 
with his seventh National Section win of the season and 13 times in the top 50 Open. In the last 3 weeks his 
team of 3 old hens have been 1st Section in each National race ( BBC, NFC, and BICC). As I mentioned in my 
last report, plans are well underway for a visit to the Halstead establishment in the close season. Well done 
John on an outstanding season. 
John and David  Staddon of Evercrech come in with one on 1229 ypm to finish at 2nd west section.  Here's 
what Dave had to say. 
“Firstly, well done to John Halstead on winning the section. This year the very strong west wind meant we 
were playing for section honours only. We timed 6 from 7 entries in the YB race and all 5 old hens that we 
sent. The second section winner is a consistent Mark Gilbert based hen, sent feeding a large youngster. She 
has flown 3 Guernsey OH races this backend, after flying Tarbes NFC this year where she returned late. She 
was well up in the BICC & NFC Guernsey races. She is bred from a full brother of Southfield Melissa 1st Int 
Bordeaux when paired to a half sister to Melissa when paired to a Deweerdt hen. A full sister to this hen bred 
8th Open BBC Coutances Nat for Graham Clift this year. We timed a second hen only 2 minutes later which 
could well be 3rd section. This was the same hen that was 5th open in the previous Guernsey OH National. All 
birds returned in fantastic condition as did the young birds. Thank you BICC for another great season.”  Yet 
another satisfied member. 
The Haines & Mustow timer taking 3rd west section velocity 894 ypm with a yearling cock of Luc Geerinkx 
bloodlines. This one was semi widowhood and had been raced throughout the inland programme winning 1st 
club 6th Fed and 6th Combine along the way. 
Yet again, when compiling this report, I have had great difficulty in contacting some of the successful fanciers, 
despite in some instances, phoning, texting and emailing some individuals. However, if members are 
unavailable, I cannot wait for details, as I have a strict deadline to comply with if the reports are to be 



published in the papers the week following the race. So if details of some of the winning pigeons in the above 
report are scarce then you now know the reason.  
Well that’s another season over for the BICC. By and large it’s been a good one with the vast majority of 
members to whom I have spoken when compiling the race reports, absolutely glowing with praise for the 
convoyers and race advisory team who have excelled in a difficult job in often trying circumstances.  
Let’s hope our existing members spread the word far and wide, so that we can get even more members to join 
our “band of brothers” on the International race scene. The 2015 race season has seen another two 
International race winners with the BICC. Given the calibre of fanciers already within the club I can only predict 
that we will have another in the near future. Well done all. See you in Bournemouth. 
 
Gareth Watkins 
 
 

 
Derek Reid 5th Open Guernsey 2 YB 

 
 

 
Dean Childs 6th Open BICC  Guernsey 2 YB 



 
Richard Kent 10th Open Guernsey 2 YB 

 
 

 
Bob Fenech 1st NE section 17th Open Guernsey 2 YB 

 
 
 

 
Mr & Mrs Chaplin 1st centre section 2nd Open BICC Guernsey2 OB 



 
Vic Emberson 2nd centre section 3rd Open Guernsey2 OB 

 

 
Peter Price of 4th Open Guernsey 2 OB 

 

 
George Burgess 6th Open Guernsey 2 OB 

 



 
Derek Human 10th Open Guernsey 2 OB 

 

 
J &J Brady 3rd east section 11th Open Guernsey 2 OH's 

 

 
KathyTerry 3rd NE sect 16th Open Guernsey 2 OB 

 



 
Dave, John and young Archie Staddon 2nd west section Guernsey 2 OB 

 

 
Aaron Haines of the Haines & Mustow partnership 3rd west section Guernsey 2 OB 

 

 
Dave Downing 3rd NE section Guernsey 2 YB 

 



 
Dave Fox 2nd West section Guernsey 2 YB 

 

 
John Rodway 1st NW section Guernsey 2 YB 

 

 
Paul Loom 1st NC section Guernsey 2 YB 


