MR CONSISTENT aka “THE NEARLY MAN”
A LOFT PROFILE ON ALAN “WALLY” TURNER
Of ELVINGTON, NEAR DOVER

Anyone who has scrutinised the International race results of the BICC over the past 20 or so years will no
doubt have noticed that the name of A.J. Turner of Dover has appeared with monotonous regularity. Alan
“Wally” Turner, a retired coal miner, has an enviable record in long distance Internationals and yet he is yet to
win that elusive first prize, despite appearing in the top ten of the Open prize list on numerous occasions. |
have visited Alan’s loft in the small former mining village of Elvington just north of Dover, on two occasions and
on each occasion have been extremely impressed with the man and the pigeons. A loft profile of this top class
fancier was therefore a “must” and the following report is based on those two visits that | made to Alan’s home.
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THE BEGINNING.

Alan became interested in racing pigeons as a very young boy and he was greatly encouraged in his interest
by his grandfather who was at that time the Chairman of the Dover South Road Flying Club. In fact Alan’s
grandfather also raced pigeons as did Alan’s uncles so you could say that Alan Turner was born into a pigeon
mad family. The first loft was erected in the back garden of Alan’s parent’s house but unfortunately it was too
large and contravened the local Council’s building regulations and had to be dismantled.

THE LOFT.

The present loft is a forty foot Petron design which has a tiled roof and is divided into six sections plus a small
stock loft with an aviary for the eight pairs of stock birds. The loft houses the complete team of old bird racers,
and youngsters which at the height of the season amounts to around eighty to a hundred pigeons in total. Alan
likes to keep the birds clean and so the loft is scraped out at least once per day and sometimes twice a day,
each and every day of the year. He has never used deep litter nor grill flooring. The loft and all its fittings were
in immaculate order and were a credit to Alan.

MANAGEMENT.

Stock birds and yearlings are usually mated around the fourteenth of February with the bulk of the old bird
racers which are earmarked for the International races mated a month later in mid March. Some old birds are
mated even later so that Alan has two teams coming into form at different times. All racing is carried out on the
natural system and he has enjoyed great success with birds in various nest conditions from driving, sitting ten



day eggs, feeding a small baby or cocks feeding a squeaker and just looking at their hens again — it all comes
down to the individual pigeon’s preference.

Some of the older pigeons may be separated after rearing their first round of youngsters so that Alan can re
mate them to have them in their favoured condition for the long races.

The race team is exercised around the loft twice daily and they do this with great enthusiasm. Once
their allotted exercise period is up they are called in immediately and are not allowed to hang around — they
are strictly controlled at all times. When Alan is satisfied that the old bird team is ready, they're taken for a
thirty or forty mile toss twice weekly in the build up to their first race. Thereafter they get a regular training toss
at forty to fifty miles throughout the season. In addition the racers go to Bedhampton at around 100 miles with
the Wingham club a couple of times and then they usually have a couple of short channel races with the East
of England Club in preparation for the Internationals before being lifted into their target race.

The great long distance racer “93” had just one 380 mile pipe opener in 2011 before the Barcelona race
where he came to win 3" Open BICC.

Young birds are well trained and receive a couple of 100 mile races in their first year although some may race
through the whole young bird programme. All young birds are raced on the natural system. As yearlings they
go out to 300 — 350 miles in easy stages. Three year olds and over go to 5,6 and 700 miles if fit.

FEEDING.

Feeding is quite simple here — the birds get as much as they want at all times but are not allowed to waste
food. Alan firmly believes that it is impossible to over feed pigeons that have to compete at 500- 700 mile
racing. The mixtures fed are made up by Alan himself and comprise locally grown farm beans, peas- both,
maple and blue peas, plus barley and maize. Some of the top Continental widowhood mixtures are added in
the build up to an International race along with extra maize, peanuts and Hormoform.

During the winter some chicken layers pellets are also used along with a good proportion of the farm grown
straights.

THE BIRDS.

A distinct family of pigeons has been developed over the years and these have the old reliable Irish
Delbars as their base. Van de Wegens and Kuypers Brothers Van Wanroy x Jan Aardens have been added to
this base with great success and the family has been developed by line breeding to the top performers both on
the road and in the stock loft. Recent introductions have come from Eric Fox & Son of Derbyshire. From this
varied base Alan has developed his own family by testing the offspring at the distance and allowing the
survivors to breed the next generation of racers. All pairings are decided by Alan as he never lets the birds
select their own mates but as he says “The only true pedigree is the basket”.

The type of pigeon that Alan has developed using this breeding system and subsequently continuously
testing the resultant progeny at the distance, is long cast with a good strong back and thick wing butts that sits
nicely in the hand, being well balanced and buoyant.

MEDICATION.

This is kept to the absolute minimum. After the moult is completed the birds are treated against paratyphoid
and they then get their annual jab against paramyxo virus.

The pigeons’ droppings are tested at regular intervals and if the all clear is given then he sees no need
to treat. The only other additives to the birds’ diet are grit, minerals and pick stones supplemented by
Naturavit, Naturaline and Johnson’s Tonic with garlic oil added to the corn once per week. That's it, the rest is
down to the pigeons.

SOME TOP PERFORMERS.

“True Grit” a dark chequer Delbar x Kuyper who has a sheaf of long distance prizes to his credit including the
following:-

3" Open BICC Perpignan;132™ BICC Bergerac;4"™ Open Tarbes [on the day]; 5" Open BICC Pau; 39" Open
BICC Perpignan; 18™ Open BICC Perpignan;23™ Open BICC Pau; 6™ Open BICC Pau and 380" Open
International Pau against 8,555 competitors !

Chequer Cock “75” winner of 14" sect 18" Open BICC Perpignan 2009; 18" sect 40" Open BICC Pau 2008
and 15" sect 22" BICC Pau 2007. He has also flown Barcelona.

Dark Chequer Cock “93”, whose wins include 7" sect 8" Open BICC Barcelona 2009; 3" section 3" Open
BICC Barcelona 2010, also appearing on the Barcelona International result on both occasions. In 2011 after



just one preparatory race he finished at 7" Open from BICC Barcelona. “93's” other wins are 24" sect 98"
Open BBC Bergerac; 18" sect 27" Open BICC Pau; 37" Open Bergerac and he has also flown Tarbes into the
bargain!

Blue Cock “Hawk™:- 5™ Open Amalgamation Bergerac 8,614 birds;10™ Open Marseille[only 10 birds in race
time];5" Open Marseille; 18" sect 65" Open Pau.

Chequer Hen “66":- 1% club [only bird on the day] 14 hours 10 minutes on wing 10" Combine 2,440 birds; 15"
Open BICC Dax; 23" sect 109" Open BBC Palamos.

Below I have highlighted some of Alan’s top results with the BICC since he turned his sights on International
racing in 1995. It should be noted that most of the races mentioned range between 480 — 650 miles to Alan’s
loft:-

98" Open Bergerac;27" & 52™ Open Dax;5",7",9",20™ 22", 60" & 62" Open Pau;3", 7", 8" 24™ Open
Barcelona.

Perpignan is obviously one of Alan’s pigeons’ happy hunting grounds with the following positions:-

11"2 x 13", 16™, 18™,2 x 23", 25™,35™ 44™ 62™ 66" open in recent years.

Marseille 6" & 10" Open; Tarbes 2™ & 4™ Open and Bergerac 11" Open.

The 2010 results read thus :-

2" & 10" sect 3 & 36™ Open Saran;23™ & 56™ Open Pau; 9" & 54" Open Tarbes;13" Open Narbonne; 19"
Open Perpignan plus open prizes from Poitiers and Falaise.

2011 Results:-

Pau BICC: 6th Open 4" section, 73" Open, 43" section, Pau International [8,555. Birds] 380th open - On the
night.

BICC Barcelona 7" Open, 5" section;:40"™ Open, 27" section clocking two of his three entries.

Perpignan BICC: 2nd open 2nd section, 7th Open 7thsection;15" Open,12" section clocking four of his five
entries in the result.

Guernsey Young Birds: 32nd Open, 20" section.

BBC Palamos sent one 19"Open 2™ section 650 miles. Club results Le Mans 1: 2nd 5"&7th. Le Mans 2:
2nd & 7th. Poitiers: 1** & 2nd.club. 15th Fed.

Bergerac only bird on the day winning 1st club plus 2nd 3™ &4th next morning, also taking 9" Fed and 22nd
Open Kent Fed Combine.

The 2014 season’s results were equally impressive:-
Narbonne : 2", 4™ & 8" Open BICC.

St Vincent : 48", 51 & 69" Open BICC.

Marseille : 12™ & 14™ Open BICC.

Agen : 46"™ & 74" Open BICC.

Perpignan: 22" & 39" Open BICC.

Pau : 66" Open BICC.

Barcelona : 18" Open BICC [1* section 6™ Open BBC].

Coming right up to date now with the 2015 International race results:-

Pau: 2" section 3" Open BICC.

Barcelona: 2™ section 8" Open BICC.

St Vincent : 47", 48™ & 77" Open BICC.

Marseille: 15" Open BICC.

Perpignan : 7" Open BICC plus 1% Open GDSBNFC.

Alan also timed the first bird into Kent from both the Pau and Barcelona Internationals winning the North East
Kent 500 mile Club on both occasions.

There are very many other top class performances that | could quote but | think the above are sufficient to
demonstrate how good a long distance fancier is the man Alan “Wally” Turner.

Well done Alan. | sincerely hope that you get that elusive 1% Open BICC win before you decide to hang up
your scraper.

Gareth Watkins



The Turner loft
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Alan Turner's 93 multiple long distance performer




Alan Turner's Hawk

one of Alan's distance pigeons



