
                                                
 

          BICC PERPIGNAN INTERNATIONAL RACE REPORT. 

 

The final International race of the 2016 old bird programme took place 

on Friday 29
th
 July when the 243 birds entered by UK fanciers were 

released 6.15 am alongside the 12,698 pigeons entered from lofts all 

over mainland Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Perpignan is situated in the far south east corner of France very close 

to the Spanish border and offers a 600 mile plus race to even the 

shortest distance competitors in the UK. 

Pigeons began to be recorded in north East France at around 16.30 in 

the afternoon with birds reaching south West Germany by 16.45 pm. 

However, the winner of 1
st
 and as it happens 2

nd
 Open International 

was clocked at 4.30 am on the second morning way up on The Hook of 

Holland at the Medemblijk loft of Tekit Mevlunt. The second in the 

clock was timed at 4.45 am and both birds were flying 1139 kms with 

velocities of 1243 & 1233 mpm. 

The winner of the BICC Perpignan race proved to be past BICC  

International race winner, John Chipperfield of Herne Bay in Kent.  

 

John clocked his 2 year old at 8.24 am on the second morning to record 

858 mpm. This win follows on from Johnôs earlier success in the BICC 

Pau International race when his timer finished at 1
st
 East section 2

nd
 

Open behind Mark Gilbertôs winner.  John clocked a second bird on 

747 mpm to finish at 7
th
 Open as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amazingly, the hen that John clocked to win the Perpignan race is the 

same hen that he timed from Pau International to take 1
st
 East section 

2
nd

 Open. She is full of International winning bloodlines from Jacobs 

Brothers, Vertelman & son and Jan Theelen with a 1
st
 International 

Perpignan and 2
nd

 International Perpignan from the various sources in 

her make up. So she was certainly bred for the job. She was raced on 

round about in the earlier part of the season and allowed with her mate 

overnight prior to her Pau International performance. At Perpignan 

she was set up feeding two small youngsters and was so keen on them 

that she wouldnôt let the cock near them. In between Pau and 

Perpignan she was given a 100 mile trainer followed by two single up 

tosses from Croydon around 40 miles to Herne Bay. 

Johnôs second in the clock taking 7
th
 Open is a three year old Raymond 

Moleveld hen sent in the same condition as the winner feeding two 6 

day old babies. 

Congratulations John on another great win with the BICC in an 

International race. 

 

Geoff and Clayton Preece of Dover were actually the first to clock in 

the UK when they timed their2 year old late bred widowhood cock at 

8.09 am to record 847 mpm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The partners are enjoying yet another excellent seasonôs racing on the 

International circuit and have I believe, finished well up in the result in 

every BICC International race this year. Geoff emails me the following 

details on their three timers which take 2
nd

,23
rd

 & 25
th
 Open:-ñ Chequer  



Widowhood late bred cock. This Cock was hatched at the end of the 

race season of 2014 to join are small team of late breds that were going 

to be raised and trained on a system flown by the late Dr. Jeff Horn, on 

this system the late breds are only to be flown off the loft until May the 

following year when they will be taken for their first trainer approx 15 

miles. It took great resistance to not train them until the age of 10 

months considering we usually start training at the age of 4-5 months. 

This year the cock has trained on the Kent Cosmo channel program 

and 2 weeks prior to Perpignan he flew Poitiers scoring 9
th
 in the fed 

and 25
th
 in the Combine. The cock is a son to our great performer 

óWigginsô2x1st Perpignan and a grandson to the legendary record 

setting óJack Jonesô the first ever day bird to be recorded into the UK. 

Perpignan 2016 is his first International race..óDas Glasôï Chequer  

Widowhood Hen. The hen is a daughter of the late Bill Woodallôs ó98ô 

cock which scored 2
nd

 National Barcelona in 2007, 14
th
 National 

Barcelona in 2008, 20
th
 National Perpignan also in 2008, 3

rd
 National 

Marseille in 2009 and 49
th
 National Pau in 2009 paired to a direct hen 

from the prolific international prize winning German loft of SG Wilk 

(Oberhausen) Perpignan 2016 is her 6
th
 international performance 

.This year Das Glas has also scored 5
th
 National Barcelona.  

 

 Dark blue white flight yearling widowhood hen. This hen is a 

granddaughter of the late Bill Woodallôs ó98ô cock and also a great 

granddaughter to the legendary óJack Jonesô and on the other side has 

the bloodlines of Stoffel Ophoff ó270ô lines x Hermes. 

She also flew Poitiers 2 weeks prior to Perpignan basketting. Perpignan 

2016 is her first International race. 

The Preeces timed a total of five birds to feature on the result at 2
nd

, 

23
rd

, 25
th
, 32

nd
 & 34

th
 Open to finish off another excellent International 

race campaign in which they have timed birds to take the following 

positions in BICC International races:- 

2
nd

, 23
rd

, 25
th
, 32

nd
 & 34

th
 Perpignan;2

nd
 & 13

th
 Marseille; 5

th
 

Barcelona; 52
nd

 Agen and 7
th
, 18

th
 & 60

th
  Pau. 

 

Heath Archibald of Dover who still competes 

under the partnership name of H & P 

Archibald as a mark of respect for his late 

father Peter, is in once again with a good óun 

on 789 mpm to take 3
rd

 East section and 3
rd

 

Open following on from his 8
th
 Open finish 

from St Vincent International.  

The partners are also past winners of the 

Barcelona race with the BICC and a sheaf of 



other top ten finishes including 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Open Barcelona to name just 

two that immediately spring to mind. 

Hereôs what Heath had to tell me about his latest long distance 

success:- 

ñFirstly I  would like to say well done to John Chipperfield on winning 

1st open BICC Perpignan, very well deserved for all the hard work and 

effort he puts in running the BICC marking station in Chesterfield in 

Kent, Congratulations John.  

 

My Blue cock winning 3rd Open Perpignan 2016 is a grandson of 

Peterôs Dream 1st Open BICC Barcelona 2014. The father to the blue 

cock was also 25th open BICC Agen 2014. 

This year he has had training in the local Wingham FC up to 100 miles 

(Bedhampton) then off to Boves in the East of England Continental 

Club, BICC Alencon, Poiters BICC after returning after the long 

holdover. He was sent to East of England Cannapville. As a livener for 

Perpignan he was sent to the final BICC national Le Mans where he 

put up a respectable performance winning 9th East Section 14th Open 

from 3,944 birds competing.  

He was sent to Perpignan being flown on the roundabout system and 

was given his bowl all day and his hen just an hour before marking 

what certainly done the trick for the 2 year old. 

He arrived in excellent condition to the loft and certainly had a lot more 

in him after the excursion to Perpignan.ò 

 

Lee and his Dad, Kevin 

Buddle of Dover, are one of 

the most consistent lofts 

within the BICC 

membership when it comes 

to International racing and 

in this Perpignan race they 

clocked four of their seven 

bird entry for 4
th
, 5

th
, 6

th
 & 

11
th
 Open vels 775,772,750 

& 668 mpm respectively. 

Hereôs Lee and Kevinôs take 

on their timers. 

ñFirst in the clock is a 3yr old cock, full brother to "Elsa" 1st BICC 

Narbonne 2014 557m. He flew BICC Pau earlier in the season winning 

76th Open, and had just loft exercise and 3x 20-30 mile trainers before 

race marking. 

Second in the clock is a 4yr old cock, son of "Amoy" 1st BICC Pau 



2009 & "BC" 2nd BICC Pau 2009. He flew BICC St Vincent 3 weeks 

ago winning 13th Open, this means that in 2016 he will hopefully get 

another top 15 open position to win a Certificate of Merit award. He 

had just loft exercise prior to race marking for Perpignan. He has 

previously won 13th BICC St Vincent 2016 and flown NFC Tarbes 

wining 209th open and BICC Agen 2015.  

 

Third in the clock is a TRUE BATTLER, a 6 year old Cock called 

"Tom", he is also a son of "Amoy" 1st BICC Pau & "BC" 2nd BICC 

Pau. He was given 3x 20-30m trainers and loft exercise after Pau which 

he flew earlier in the season. What a pigeon he has been for us, 

previous results are  

5th BICC St Vincent 531m 2013  

10th BICC Pau 545m 2016 

15th BICC Pau 545m 2014 

22nd BICC St Vincent 531m 2014 

27th BICC St Vincent 531m 2015 

30th BICC Pau (on the day) 545m 2013 

BICC Certificate of Merit award.  

 

All our cocks and hens are flown on 

100% Widowhood going most weeks 

across the channel to short races (up to 

250m) as trainers with EECC and 

BICC. They are fed Verselle-Laga 

Superstar Plus and Best All Rounder 

mixed together with added sunflower hearts in the last few days before 

race marking. At the time of writing we have 4 out of 7 home.ò 

 

One thing is certain in BICC International racing and that is the fact 

that Mark Gilbert will clock a 

good one and here he is again 

with a yearling on 705 mpm to 

finish at 1
st
 Centre section and 

8
th
 Open. This is a yearling hen, 

the sire being a son of Laureate 

Barcelona and the mother a 

daughter of Euro Diamond . 

 

 



The Rochester partnership of the late John and son, Spencer Nicholson 

have possibly the best record in the UK in International long distance 

races and this over more than two decades of performing at the highest 

level in the sportôs most gruelling races. At Perpignan, Spencer 

followed up his 9
th
 Open BICC in the recent 

St Vincent International race, with yet 

another 9
th
 Open finish on 685 mpm. This is 

some pigeon!! Read on to hear what 

Spencer had to tell me:- 

ñOur bird that's 9th Open Perpignan, 

known as '72', is the same pigeon that was 

9th Open St Vincent 3 weeks ago and he 

also flew Pau 3 weeks prior to that.  In the 

week leading up to basketing for Perpignan 

he had 4 training tosses with the young 

birds from around 20 mile.  The feeding for 

all of the birds this year has been Marimans 

Variamax, supplemented with peanuts, and our secret long distance 

cake recipe, which is fed from a week before Pau. He has done approx. 

3,000 miles of flying this season.  Last year he was 11
th
 Open BICC Pau 

and 43rd BICC St Vincent.  I believe he now qualifies for a Merit 

Award. We'd like to thank Allan Cecil for setting our clocks and the 

marking team at Chestfieldò. 

Finishing off the Top Ten Open prizes is one to multiple Europa Cup 

winner Simon Knowles of Wingham in Kent. Simon timed a 5 year old 

on 676 mpm. Simon also clocked two other birds to take 22
nd

 & 31
st
 

Open. No further details available despite my emailed request. 

 

Calum Edmiston had a good 

race here with three birds 

from his small entry on the 

result at 12
th
, 27

th
 & 35

th
 

Open. This is what Calum 

had to tell me about his first 

two timers which finish at 

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Centre section and 

12
th
 & 27

th
 Open. 

 

ñThe 2nd section winner is a 

4 year old chequer cock flown natural. He has previously scored four 

BICC International positions. He is closely related to this weekends 2nd 



International Perpignan and last years International Narbonne winner 

namely through a son of the famous Betuwe Koppel-a famous pair of 

breeders in Dutch long distance racing.He had two short channel races 

and Agen(47th open) prior to a month off before Perpignan and home 

exercise. He was sent on fresh laid eggs. 

The 3rd section winner is a blue 4 year old cock who has scored a few 

times in Internationals and has also come late (but in race time) a few 

times without being clocked. He is a g.son of 1st Dutch National 

Tarbes, Mont de Marsan and St Vincent! He was on 7 day eggs and 

had two channel races prior to Agen where he came at 6.15am on the 

third morning but not timed. Like the above just home exercise since 

then. Feed was Versele Laga Champion plus and additional peanuts 

here and there.ò 

 

David Hales, ably assisted by Duncan Goodchild, is another fancier 

with a number of previous wins 

in International races with the 

BICC and here David and 

Duncan clocked two birds for 

13
th
 & 16

th
 Open vels 632 & 608 

mpm respectively. Hereôs what 

Duncan had to say:- 

ñWe would like to congratulate 

the winner John Chipperfield 

and add a special mention to 

Lee & Kevin Buddle who had a 

truly outstanding race 

The first bird that David timed for provisional 13th was a 2 year old 

blue widowhood cock having his first International race, he is a son of 

Tubby 3rd & 8th Open BICC Marseille 637 miles plus 667th Open 

International and 7th & 9th Open BICC Pau 575 miles both times on 

the day plus 110th Open International.  

The 2nd bird timed provisionally 16th Open is a 3 year old blue 

widowhood cock who flew Agen in 2015, he is a son of 80 1st & 4th 

Open BICC Perpignan(half brother to Tubby) what paired to a 

daughter of "35" 2nd Open BICC Marseille when 35 was paired to Lee 

& Kevin Buddles Amoy 1st Open BICC Pau.ò 

 

Alan Annis comes in with two birds for 14
th
 and 

28
th
 Open to follow on from his Barcelona 

performance earlier in the season when his timer 

finished at 14
th
 Open. No further details available 

despite my emailed request. 



Next up, itôs Neil Jones of Sandwich with a bird on 608.6 mpm to finish 

at 16
th
 Open. Neil clocked a three year old 

chequer cock bred from stock obtained from John 

Puddephatt. This one was 5
th
 Open BICC in the 

2015 Perpignan race and is a full brother to 

Neilôs 11
th
 Open Le Mans pigeon this year. He 

was sent feeding a pair of 4 day old squabs and 

has had a pretty easy year so far with just a 

couple of Bedhampton trainers, plus Boves and 

Pithiviers with the EECC, in preparation for 

Perpignan. This light work load allied to an open 

loft seems to have done the trick. 

 

Ron Dove , fresh from his 

Barcelona win, comes in 

next with three birds to take 

17
th
, 21

st
 & 26

th
 Open. 

Ronôs first bird is a 4 year 

old blue hen timed on the 

second day at 16.40.38 to be 

17th Open Perpignan.  She 

is a 2012 late bred from two 

Barcelona birds, the sire 

was 7th Open Barcelona in 

2012 and the dam was 19
th
 

Open in 2012 and 21
st
  Open in 2013. 

Second bird was timed 07.42 am on Sunday morning and is a blue 

chequer hen, also a four year old. She was bred from Ronôs old family, 

sire was 3rd timed bird from Dax 2005 and the dam was 2nd Section A 

NFC St Nazaire. 

Third Bird is a two year old and timed at 10.50 am on Sunday was bred 

from  a bird gifted from Trevor Sheavill's Muller family paired to a 

daughter of  Ronôs 600 Mealy who was 19
th
  Open in 2009 from 

Barcelona and 5th Open Barcelona in 2010.  

 

 A previous multi BICC International race winner 

with the BICC, Mike Mitchell, comes in at 18
th
 

Open with a bird doing 575 mpm.  

 

This cock was bred off Mikeôs race team, but 

unfortunately both parents have been lost. The 

sire was the son off one of Mikeôs Herman Van 

Helmond stock pairs, and the Dam was the 



granddaughter of another stock pair of Herman Van Helmond. Mikeôs 

timer was also 23
rd

 Open BICC Perpignan in 2015 as a yearling. 

 

Bill Knox is in once again with three birds at 19
th
, 20

th
 & 24

th
 Open to 

maintain his excellent clocking record in International races. 

 

John Lane of Whitstable, fresh from his win of 1
st
 Open Narbonne 

International with the Bromley club of a week previous, clocks a pigeon 

to finish at 30
th
 Open to maintain his excellent record of clocking in 

these long and difficult International races. 

  

Over in the west section the birds had it pretty rough with a fairly fresh 

west north west wind blowing in their faces all the way across southern 

England and into Wales. As a 

result at the time of writing, 

there is only one bird recorded 

and this to Ponthir, Newport 

fanciers Ray Strawbridge and 

John Williams. 

This two year old was actually 

found in the loft at 8 pm on the 

Sunday night. Breeding shows that he is a grandson of Rayôs 1
st
 

National Dax and the mother of the loft Little Gem on the sireôs side of 

his pedigree and has all the best of the Padfieldsô Wim Mullers on the 

damôs side. 

This year he has had 3 inland races plus Alencon, Poitiers and Agen 

where he was 17
th
 sect 78

th
 Open BICC whilst racing on round about. 

He was then mated and sent to Perpignan sitting 12 day eggs and 

enjoying free flight from an open loft. 

 

Finally a mention for Fred Cornwell of Southend on Sea who clocked a 

four year old on 324 mpm to finish at 33
rd

 Open following on from his 

6
th
 Open finish in the BICC Barcelona International race earlier in the 

season. 

 

Before finishing this report I 

would like to highlight the 

performances of what must be 

one of the best long distance 

racers in the UK at the present 

time. This is a pigeon named 

Unique Junior and raced by 

Dorin Melinte. Hereôs what 



Dorin told me about this big hearted pigeon. 

ñHi Gareth! Just letting you know Junior is back from Marseille now 

on race time as well !!! Same bird I clocked from Barcelona this year! 

He rested 4 days and I fed him with plenty of fats and he had couple of 

hens to play with as he is flying on widowhood. I'm sending you a photo 

as well. I send my Congratulations to the winner of the Marseille race 

and to all that clocked in what looked to be another hard marathon 

race.ò 

Whilst referring to some of the birds that homed after I had sent my 

Marseille race report for publication I can inform members that Simon 

Knowles clocked a further three birds on the result at 17
th
,18

th
 & 19

th
 

Open vels 224.5;224.2 & 223.5. I would assume that Simon found these 

in the loft!! Either that or he has perfected the technique of ñbatch 

flyingò from 650 miles! 

 The ñInternational man of mysteryò, named thus because he doesnôt 

answer his phone, aka Neil Jones of Sandwich in Kent finishes off the 

top twenty in the Open with a bird on 203 mpm. 

 

I have also included with this 

report a photo of Peter Wells of 

Dunstable who clocked two good 

pigeons in the recent Le Mans 

race to finish at 6
th
 & 7

th
 Open.  

Unfortunately the photo was ñlost 

in the etherò so to speak and did 

not reach me so was not included 

with the report. However, Peterôs 

daughter managed to retrieve it 

and send it on to me so it appears 

belatedly here. 

 

The following are my personal thoughts on what has proved to be a 

very difficult International race programme as far as the UK 

competitors are concerned. Each and every race has been extremely 

testing with the Barcelona and Pau Internationals standing out from 

the rest of a ñbad bunchò. The Barcelona race was hard for all of the 

European competitors, as something seemed to go drastically wrong 

early on in the race, causing the whole convoy to struggle.  

However, the Pau International race was a different story, as the 

convoy was held when the weather was bad in Northern France and the 

Low Countries but good in the UK. The Pau birds were then liberated 

when the weather was good for the continental competitors within the 

convoy, but was atrocious for the UK competitors, with strong westerly 


