Mark Gilbert

Triple International winner.
The success story continues
Winner of 18&1st National [ 4 x 1stsNational in 2016]

1stInternational Dax 17400 birds
1stlnternational [ yearlingg Agen 11000 birds
1st,2rd and 3rd hternational [heng Agen

3rd I nternational [old bird] Agen

3rd International Pau
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Mark with Mealy hen £' Open BICC Agen 2013

The amazing success st dancercontinugsos si bl
unabated for this quiet, unassuming yet outstandingly successful
fancier. As many will no doubt be aware, Mark won his first



International race in 2004 from Dax, against a field of more than
17,000 pigeons.

Southfield
Supreme

In the 2011Agen/ Bordeaux International race Mark clocked three

yearling hens to win 1,2" & 3" International[Hens]3,200 birds, as

well as £',2" 9"& 30" International [Yearlings]11,444 birds, plus'd

Open [Old Birds]10,400 birds, and'?,4™ & 5™ Open Oveall from

22,029 birds. A brilliant team perfo

finest.
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In addition to these outstanding Internatonal performances, there have
been many other top positions in National and Classic races including
in 2012 1st Marseille and 1st Barcelona with the BICC. This success



was repeated again in 2013 when Mark won 1st Open BICC Agen and

came so close to winning another International race when in the Pau
International, his pigeon finished at 3rd Open BICC and 3rd Qpe

International only beaten by pigeons racing to the lofts of his good

friends Geoff and Catherine Cooper who won 1st Open International

and Darren McFadden whose bird took 2nd Open International.

The results for the 2014/ 2015 / 2016 seasons are addéteatnd of

this report and are nothing short of amazing.

The Langstone Gold Cuypone of the most prestigious trophies on the

British pigeon racing scene has also been won on at least four

occasions in recent years whilst competing with the NFC.

The Gold Cuy is awarded to the fancier with the best overall average in

all National Flying Club races each season

Put simply, Mark Gilbert wins races with monotonous regularity

whether they be club races from 60 miles or National racesGft ihiles

i heisquites mply, the man with the AMidas
| first visited Markdés set up in 200
for the BI CC in 2012, |l 6ve had the p
number of subsequent occasions to re
wins.Oneof Mar kds most successful season
and | think thatodos where 10l take u
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Windowhood Loft

The 2012 racing seasosawthe Gilbert race team winning consistently

at the highest level culminatingind® gr eat per f or mance o
Tigero in winning the BlIRLr Bas ceil memr
in this racewas bred from all the very best of the old Deweerdts that

have stood the test of time both here in the UK and on the continent at



the loftsof the originator of the strain Emiel Deweerdt & sons of
Kortemark in Belgium. The sire
by Emi el Deweerdt and is a son
Il nternational winner A Emielo.
adaughter of AChampion Magnuso.
been more appropriate than in the breeding of thise ofthe latest
champiors at Southfield Lofts. The five year old was lightly raced in
preparation for his trip from Barcelona receiwg just two inland races
and two channel races from Messac and Tours before going south of
the Pyrenees. He is a previous winner of"10pen BICC Pau
International in 2010, 3% Open BICC Agen International; 1) Open
LSECC Tarbes and 3030pen NFC Tarbs, so is certainly no stranger
to success.
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In the 2012BICC Marseille race Mark was at it again with his sole

entry taking 'Open. We have al l heard about
fancier seemgapable of sendng the nest pans in the loft anstill get

themtowin! | n Mar k Gil bertdés case it seem
put his race team into Ahyperdriveo
around as he also clocked the winner of the NFC Saintes race on the

same weekengh 2012

In the Marseille race he clocked Deweerdt x Rutz cock that had been
10" Open NFC Tarbes just a couple of weeks earlier. The Deweerdts
are world renowned as top class performers at all levels of competition
up to International level.You can rely on them to give you their "best
shot" whatever the distance and type of race undertaken.

However the Rutz family of long distance pigeons are as yet relatively
unknown outside Germany where they have developed a formidable
reputation as hard day long distance pigeons.

The Marseille winnerhasbeen a good bird being 10th Open NFC
Tarbes this year, havas also 40th Open Saintes NH@st year and as a
youngster was in the top 100 Open with the NFC twiedoth young

bird Nationals. Markrates him as one of the best birdse has ever

raced and oty a two year old now. He was sent on widowhood and
shown his hen forwo minutes before baskettingn 2013 the cock was
sent to Barcelona and clocked to take 5th Open BICC.

H e dred from a Rutz & Son Cock from Germany. Rutz won the 2008
German Nationalfrom Barcelonaand the father of the Marseille
winner is a direct son of this Barcelona National winner, The mother is
a grand daughter of Deweerdtods Ted a



As if this was not enoughthe Perpignan International race in early
August2012proved t o be a Atour de forceodo for
total of 27 pigeons were enteréa this 619 mile raceThe team was

made up from pigeons that had previously flown Tarbes NFC or

Barcelona International earlier in the season and the result was 22

from 27 on the second day with 17 pigeons making the BICC Open

result!!!! This guy should have been competirfgr team GBin the

Ol ympics in the né&blevebmp s i Iblr e atkli iars g
event.

IN THE BEGINNING.

Sowhendid itall startandwhatmaks t hi s remar kabl e ma
It could be said that it all began when a fifteen year old boy witnessed
his single entry in the Pau National race dropping towards its home
loft, after completing its 570 mile journey from Southern France, to
eventually finsh 233 Open NFC

In the 30 or so years that have passed since that memorable Pau
race, Mar kds passion for | ong distan
grown rather than diminished.

Until the year 2003 many great British fanciers had
attempted to wiran International race competing against the cream of
European fanciers, but to no availhe "mould was broken" so to
speak in that year when the great West Country fancier Brian Sheppard
won 1st Open International Dax against a field of more than 19,000
pigeons with his great racetLegend".

However, since 20Q3he UK has produced no less thanEN
International winnersi fanciers whose birds have competed against
and beaten the best in Europe and the Gilbert pigeons have now
achieved this remarkable fean three occasions!

As | mentioned earlier, Mark Gilbert has been fortunate
enough to win many races since his initial success and amongst these
classic wins are 3NFC plus ' International Dax against more than
17,000 pigeond® International Yearlings; I ,2", 3¢ International
Hens 1* NFC Pau / Saintes? x 1 NFC Saintes;£' BICC Pau on
threeoccasions; I BBC Messac; 1 London & South East Classic
Bergerac and 1 Classic Guernsey. Add to thesatright wins, a
number of R/U finishes in N&onal races plus scores of club,

Federation and Open race wins, and you have the CV of one of the
most successful fanciers in England at the present time. Most of the
aforementioned performansehave been achieved in tlyears that

Mark and his family have been at their present address in Winkfield, a
village a few miles to the south west of the royal town of Windsor.



THE LOFTS.

The grass is certainly not allowed to grow under the feet of this
man as the range of lofts that have developed in this shiane are
nothing short of spectacular. Facing south east and measuring in total
140ft in length, with a 33ft brick built stock loft and a newly erected

second stock | oft, they are a far
boyhood loft which was a 6ft x 6ft builde6 s shed. The phot oc¢
accompany this article will, | hope show, how impressive these Petron
built lofts are. Each loft is 10 ft wide and has a 4ft wide corridor along

the front allowing access to each section. The 72ft widowhood
loft has eight setions that house the 86 strong team of widowers in six
sections with a further two sections
hens sections have grid floors to which a large number of small plastic
balls have been added. These balls discourage the hams fjoing
down onto the floor where they may start to form amorous relationships
with other hens! The perches in the hens sections are also designed to
discouragdesbian matings between the hens.

Mark with his father Geoff Gilbert

Theyoung bird loft, which stands immediately adjacent to the
widowhood loft, measures 40 ft x 10 ft and has four sections which
houses the 160 strong young bird team. The 2010 season saw the first
attempt at racing a team of 32 hens on the roundabout systaththese



are housed in a 271t loft with two sections plus a central corn store. All

lofts have grid flooring and automatically cleaned nest boxes so the

time spent on day to day loft management is reduced considerably,

whi ch must be a DpeoG@esfewhdcomes ardiadr k 6 s f a
daily to see that the birdsdé every n

MANAGEMENT.

Management at the Southfield lofts is kept as simple as possible
with very little frills attached. Once the moult is completed the birds are
gradually broudht up in readiness for mating. This takes place in early
December for the stock birds with the widowhood cocks mated in early
February. All the racers, whether they are sprint, middle distance or
long distance are mated at the same time. Once their doméstiies
have been completed the widowers are gradually eased into their daily
home exercise regime and when Mark thinks that they are ready they
are then given just two 15 mile training tosses prior to the first race
which is usually at 60° 100 miles. Oreach of these training tosses, the
hens are in the boxes awaiting the returning widowers. The training
basket is rarely used thereafter as the widowers are kept up to the mark
with two one hour exercise sessions each day. The cocks are locked out
of the loft during these periods and exercise freely as Mark rarely has
to resort to the flagln early March, the roundabout tearnan usually
beseeputting i n more than andcefamyr 6 s vo
go with a swing. Nothing much changes for the reamder of the old
bird programme, except that Mark likes the widowers destined for the
long distance classics to have two to three weeks rest from racing in the
build up to their target race. Once the channel races arrive the birds are
raced on alternate eeks.

FEEDING.

At the time ofone ofmy visit in early March,the old bird race team

was being fed on a mixture of 50% Barley and 50% Versele Laga Gerry

Plus. Once racing gets underway, the widowers and young birds are fed

the same mixture and this igersele Laga Superstar Plus with 10%

barley added. They are communally fed to appetite after each exercise

period and the feeding stops once the birds start to leave the barley. The
widowers are fedndividually in their nest boxes opeanuts and seeds,

in addition to their normal mixture, in the final days of preparation for

the | ong distance races. Mark fir ml
flightso the birds must have suffic
job.
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YOUNG BIRDS.

The young bird teanis raced on the dikness system and extensively
trained in preparation for the young bird programme. Once racing
begins they usually get two tosses each week frorh 86 miles in
addition to their twice daily exercise. On talking to Mark | had the
impression that he is hard but fair with his youngsters and if fit and
well they are expected to complete the programme including a number
of sorties across the channel from Northern France. As an example of
this no holds barred attitude | give you the cadetloe 2011 Saintes
National winner- a yearling that also competed in the High Littleton
Tours race at more than 300 miles as a young bird.

MEDICATION.

The medication programme employed here is minimal.
Stock birds and racers are treated for canker befonating and the
racers get a further three day treatment for canker before going to their
designated long distance race. Mark does favour the use of supplements
to help keep the birds in top racing condition and has in the past used
multivitamins and varous natural products to this ends. However he
believes that if the corn fed is of top quality it should contain sufficient
vitamins to satisfy the birdsdé needs
have prove to be very successful for the racers at Soutltfieofts to
say the least!

THE PIGEONS.

This pragmatic approach is mirror e
handling characteristics of pigeons. As he said, he would rather have a
winner that handled badly than a bad pigeon that handled like a dream
The cockbirds in the Deweerdtiamily tended to be generally on the
large side, mostly chequers, dark chequers with a few reds. They had
excellent feather quality and good strong eye colouration. Mark went
direct to the fountainhead to purchase the Deweerdts dadhad at
onetimeorotherc hi | dren of all the familyobs
International races through to 650 miles. These include children of
Emiel, Ted, Iban etc and all have produced the goods at Southfield.
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b

y Mar k in

to competing at sprint /middle distance racing. These were the Van

produced

El sakers and they
this family that
Supremeo, in 2004

the | ate
certainly repaid M
Mar kos fir

pl us scor e

from Dax

winners. They are mainly blues and beautifully balanced pigeons with
pronounced pectoral muscles and predominantly pearl eyes.

AnSout hfiel d

Supr emeo

h a the stookvoft 8 e c 0 me

he isresponsible directly and indirectly through his childrenfor scores
of pigeons that win at club, Federation, National and International
level at all distances out to 600 miles.
At the time of my initial visit to Southfield in 2009 the above two
families made up the bulk of the Gilbert stock with a number of

addi ti ons, such

as

the Smaraagd linesyhich produced excellent all round racers when

crossed with the Deweerdts .

Nevertheless, Mark ialways on the look out for something
exceptional that will give his racing performances an extra boost, and
with his growing interest in International racing in mind, he imported a
number of late breds from the German multi International winner
Hans PeterBrockamp. These were all direct children of the Brockamp
International winners. At the time of my first visit in late 2009 | wrote

the foll owing nt

he

show their class. | believe that they will be a usefdidaion to the
Gilbert team both pure and when crossed with the ever dependable

Deweerdts. o Well

some terrandi c des
Brockamps were ve
did not have a ndc

those words have proved to peophetic as the results achieved by



these Brockamps at National and letnational level over the past few
seasons have been nothing short of phenomenal.

Since that initial draft of birds were introduced from the German
ace, many more birds have been purchased at great expense and Mark
now has six direct children of EuroDiamnd pl us chi l dren o
the sire of Euro Diamond as well as offspring from Mistral and most of
the other Brockamp International winners. They are a lovely type of
bird as they are just on medium sized ,shallow keeled and give the
impression that theyvould be very easy to condition as they do not
carry any excess weight but are nevertheless, well muscled.

The first cross of these Brockamps with the children of
Southfield Supreme has produced a g
It is this line of brealing that Mark has chosen to follow as he has
concentrated his pairings around sons and daughters of Southfield
Supreme with sons and daughters of the various children of
Brockampdés I nternational winners thu
the nth degree.

Further introductions have been made from some of the best
sprint /middle distance lofts in Europe such as Koopman, Van
denabeele, and the German sprint/middle distance sensation Andreas
Drapa. Mark has also gone to Syndicate lofts based in North Wales and
has bought pigeons direct from theirtr
ARGerrieo etc.

With his eyes set on winning the Barcelona race at close on 700
miles, a draft of pigeonsvas brought in from the Barcelona National
winning loft of Rutz and son of Germanplus some birds from the
excellent Belgian long distance fancier Etienne Meirlaen . The Rutz
pigeons were extremely small dark chequers with some of the hens
being no bigger than starlings, yet they compete successfully from
Barcelona into Germany and mainded me very much of the old
Southwells.

Direct children of all the top pigeons from the loft of Brian
Denney have also found their way into the stock loft at Southfield and
these include a number of children o
Time will tdl if these introductions will make the grade at Southfield,
but one thing is for sure, Mark Gilbert will iye them every opportunity
to prove their ability

All of the above introductions are, as you would expect given
Mar kdos abil ity omakspeaimeinsabred directrfromthex c e pt |
champion pigeons in each of these f a
spared in acquiring these birds and | can tell you that many thousands
of pounds have been spent to ensure that only the very best bred from
the verybest have come to Southfield. Once at Southfield, Mark wastes



no time in putting them to the te$tthey have to perform on the road or
in the stock loft or out they go, no matter how well bred they are or how
much they have cost.

BREEDING POLICY.

Markbs breeding policy is to outcro
strengthen the family bloodlines for the stock loft. This breeding plan is
based on the fact that only birds from proven National or International
performers have been introduced over the pastrgaaespective of
their family or loft of origin. The only thing that counts at Southfield
lofts is PERFORMANCE.

To il lustrate this point | give ya
Deweerdt stock cocks, bought from the Deweerdt family as a six year
od.iIn two seasonds breeding at Sout hfi
iSout hfi 8BBldC® aRiadu ;1 A Sout W'INFCPaud Ni ght f
Saintes and fSdBBCMessae dnd asMark daid leo 1
was one of the most non descript weedy little things you d@amlagine.
He was however, apart from being a super stud cock, a full brother to
the Deweerdt 6s MiRanatralPerpignannHe waso f 4
mated to an Eric Cannon hen, a daugh
Southfield Pau and Southfield Nightfligh When mated to a daughter
of AEMi el o,%International forethe Dewkerdis he sired
Southfield Darkie

SOME OF THE WINNING PIGEONS.

The major winners from the 2011

: ) 7 % Nati '
National and International winning u_l_ANatlonaI BlylpdyClu

v4hX Section E Wmners 2011

season were quickly moved to the stock Southfield /gy Soutﬁfze[d
loft to hopefully breed the next ‘”e C“m”
generation of National and International
winners.

The blue pied hen that won®1 Ramf
section 2° Open NFC Tarbes in 2011 ig |~ =
fairly long cast hen bred from a double M 617’@ Qt[ﬁert

to a daughter of Sothfield Supreme the | "o’ D e
Dax International winner.

grandson of Invincible Spirit when mated *%iofs ka Nl

The winner of the Yearling International . T,
from Bordeaux was a lovely blue hen | southfield Lofts®»wwsoyntisig:iorts.com
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bred from a son of Brockampos lvistra




when paired to a direct daughter of
Second International Yearlings wsaa dark chequer hen bred from a

son of Geoff Cooperdés Champion Georg
Champion Best.

The winner of 3 International Old birds had previously finished at'8

Open National Saintes in 2010 and is bred from a son of Drum and

Gerrie when paired to a direct daughter of Southfield Supreme.

The 2011NFC Saintes winneiproved to be a small to medium sized

light chequer cock and is bred in the purple as his father is a son of
Syndicate Loftbés ADrumo and AGerrieo
Nat i onal winner is a direct daughter
In marked contrast to the National winner, the second in the clock

taking 2 Open Nationalin the 2011 Saintes rac&as a much bigger

pigeon with a magnificent bold head even though he t@as only a

yearling. This cockwhichactually arrived with the National winner, is

also bred from a son of Dutch Master when mated to a direct Gaby
Vandenabeele hen bred from nGolden G
bird in the clock from the Saintes Nati@l winning 4" Open National

was yet another Vandenabeele bred fr
a daughter of Vandenabeeleds ALover
Mark clocked thirteen birds to finish in the first twenty six of the Open

National result and that is some flying at a distance of 400 miles.

RESULTS for 2011.

rdeau

Internatlonal

International Races.

1%, 2™ 9" & 30" Open Yearlings International Bordeaux 11,444
birds.

1% 2" &3 Hens International Bordeaux 3,200 birds.

3" Open International Old Birds Bordeaux 10,400 birds.



2" 4" & 5™ Open International overall 22,029 birds.
National Races.

Messac: 18 Open 5,766 birds.

Nantes: ' &4" section 18' & 21% Open 8,745 birds.

Tarbes: ' 4", 5" 7", 8" 10" & 11" section; 29, 14", 20", 38",
44" 56" & 57" Open 3,290 birds.

Saintes: £, 29, 4" 9" 11", 12", 13", 14", 15", 18", 21%, 24" &
26" Open 4,128 birds.

Fouger e s’ &"BOpen 4,776 @rds.

Fougeres Old Hens: % section 4 Open 984 birds.

In the six races organised by the National Flying Club in 2011
the Gilbert loft finished in pole position i.e.*1section on four occasions
and this in the largest section in the organisation with birdages of

between 800 2,000 birds. This is yet another record achesvby Mark
Gilbert and his pigeons.

Mark and Karen Gilbert with NFC trophies won in 2011



